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TO      THE      PEOPLE      OF      MONTANA 


MCH  Silver  Anniversary  Conference  in  Bozeman  November  7-8 


Nearly  25  years  have  passed 
since  the  Montana  Commit- 
tee for  the  Humanities  first  met,  in 
Bozeman  on  October  30,  1972.  In  that 
time,  the  Committee  and  its  parent 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humani- 
ties have  served  Montana  with  thou- 
sands of  humanities  events  and  produc- 
tions: public  conferences,  lectures, 
workshops,  exhibitions,  readings, 
discussion  groups,  films  and  videos, 
radio  and  television  productions, 
websites,  publications,  and  research 
endeavors.  In  these  years,  the 

^Committee's  work  has  brought  Mon- 
tanans  together  and  enabled  them  to 
experience  the  cultural  riches  of  their 
state  and  to  explore  and  address  the 
ever-changing  issues  confronting  them. 
MCH's  Silver  Anniversary  is  a  time  to 
remember  and  celebrate  all  the  ways  in 
which  the  humanities  have  benefited 
Montana  and  the  many  persons  who 
have  made  these  benefits  possible. 

It  is  also  a  time  to  take  stock  and 
refiect  on  the  future  of  the  humanities 
in  Montana,  and  about  Montana's 
future  itself.  Since  1972,  we  all  have 
seen  our  state  and  our  world  trans- 
formed. Politics,  economics,  families, 
medicine,  technology,  social  issues, 
strife,  the  environment — all  have 
changed  through  these  years,  and  none 
of  us  has  been  unaffected.  In  the 
humanities,  too,  there  has  been  change: 
new  discoveries,  new  perspectives  and 
interpretations,  but  also  new  chal- 
lenges. Among  leaders  in  the  humani- 

Jies,  both  academic  and  public,  there  is 
balization  that  the  Great  Society 
priorities  that  brought  NEH  (and  its 


state  councils)  into  existence  30  years 
ago  no  longer  prevail.  The  cause  of 
public  humanities  needs  new  interpre- 
tation and  new  grounding  in  more 
contemporary  needs  and  values. 

For  those  engaged  in  the  humani- 
ties, this  is  a  task  to  be  welcomed.  In 
reflecting  upon  our  own  endeavors,  it 
is  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  once 
more  the  relevance  of  the  humanities  to 
contemporary  affairs.  And  it  is  also  an 
opportunity  to  exercise  what  the 
humanities  do  and  have  always  done, 
in  interpreting  the  human  past  and  its 
manifold  literary,  aesthetic,  and  other 
expressions;  in  examining  our  goals 
and  values;  and  in  articulating  the 
reasons  that  will  support  right  action. 

During  the  fall  of  1997  and  the 
winter  of  1998,  the  Committee  will 
formulate  its  new  assessment  and  five- 
year  plan  for  NEH.  In  preparation  for 
this,  at  a  number  of  public  meetings 
and  receptions  in  those  months,  the 
Committee  will  hear  from  Montanans, 
both  those  who  have  benefited  from 
MCH  programs  in  the  past  as  well  as 
future  friends  of  the  humanities.  The 
Committee  also  will  survey  a  variety  of 


constituencies  for  their  views  and  ideas 
for  future  endeavors.  And,  at  its  Silver 
Anniversary  conference  scheduled  for 
November  7-8  in  Bozeman,  the 
Committee  will  celebrate  its  founding 
and  subsequent  accomplishments. 

The  conference,  "Conversations 
on  the  Humanities  in  Montana's  Past 
and  Future,"  will  feature  a  founders' 
panel,  discussions  and  workshops,  and 
ample  opportunities  for  conversation 
and  fellowship.  Besides  providing 
input  for  the  Committee's  current 
assessment  and  planning  activities,  the 
conference  will  provide  a  forum  in 
which  to  celebrate  MCH's  endeavors 
over  the  years  and  for  the  reunion  of  its 
many  friends,  members,  project 
directors,  speakers,  and  others.  Speak- 
ers include  Montana  State  University 
President  Michael  Malone,  former 
Congressman  and  current  senior  fellow 
at  the  Center  for  the  Rocky  Mountain 
West  Pat  Williams,  former  MCH 
Director  Margaret  Kingsland,  and 
founding  MCH  Director  Bruce  Sievers. 

More  information  about  the  con- 
ference and  other  Silver  Anniversary 
activities  will  be  announced  soon. 


MCH  in  1972 

Front  row,  left  to  right: 
Bruce  Sievers,  director, 
Hora  Willett,  Alma  Jacobs, 
and  Joe  Ward.  Back  row: 
Lee  Hargesheimer, 
secretary,  Robert  Pantzer, 
Earl  Barlow.  Roy  Hujfman, 
Dave  Drum,  Brad  Parrish, 
John  Van  de  Wetering, 
Pierce  Mullen,  Bill  McKay, 
Jr.,  and  Hal  Stearns. 
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MCH  Seeks  New  Members 


The  Montana  Committee  for  the 
Humanities  seeks  up  to  five  new  mem- 
bers to  promote  and  enhance  the  hu- 
manities throughout  the  state. 

MCH  pursues  balanced  geographic, 
gender,  ethnic,  public,  and  academic 
representation  on  its  board.  Members 
whose  terms  expire  in  1997  are  from 
Bozeman,  Great  Falls,  Helena,  Mis- 
soula, and  St.  Ignatius. 

New  members  will  be  elected  at  the 
Committee's  November  1997  meeting 
and  will  serve  four-year  terms.  The 
Committee  consists  of  19  members, 
divided  roughly  between  scholars  in  the 
humanities  disciplines  and  representa- 
tives of  the  general  public.  Four  mem- 
bers are  appointed  by  the  governor;  1 5 
are  elected  by  Committee  members. 

The  Committee  is  a  volunteer 
board  serving  without  compensation, 
but  with  expenses  reimbursed.  It  meets 
four  times  a  year,  for  two-three  days  per 
meeting.  Members'  duties  include: 
representing  the  Committee;  reviewing 
project  proposals;  evaluating  funded 
projects;  setting  policy;  assisting  with 
fundraising  and  development;  employ- 


ing the  executive  director;  and  promot- 
ing awareness  and  appreciation  of  the 
Committee's  program  to  the  general 
public,  state  leaders,  and  the  Montana 
Congressional  delegation. 

Before  each  meeting,  members 
typically  spend  10-12  hours  reading  and 
reviewing  project  proposals.  Between 
meetings,  duties  may  include  proposal 
and  application  review,  project  evalua- 
tion, letter  writing,  and  subcommittee 
assignments.  Service  on  the  Committee 
is  a  challenging  but  rewarding  experi- 
ence. 

Both  applications  and  nominations 
are  invited.  To  be  considered,  appli- 
cants must  provide  the  Committee: 

1 .  two  letters  of  recommendation 

2.  a  resume 

3.  a  letter  declaring  willingness  to 
serve. 

Please  send  these  items  to  MCH  at 
the  address  below.  Deadline  for  receipt 
of  materials  is  October  3, 1997.  For 
further  questions  regarding  Committee 
membership,  call  MCH's  office  at 
(406) 243-6022. 
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The  Montana  Committee  for  the 

Humanities  has  a 

new  mailing  address,  but  our 

office  location  has  not  changed. 

Please  send  all  materials  to: 

MCH 

311  Brantly  Hall 

The  University  of  Montana 

Missoula,  MT  59812-8214 

e-mail:  lastbest@selway.umt.edu 

http://www.umt.edu/lastbest/ 

(406)  243-6022 
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iCultural  Trust  Grant  Awarded  to  MCH;  Speakers  Bureau  Grows 


A' 


t  its  April  19-20  meeting  in  Miles  City,  the 
Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities  added 
12  new  speakers  and  16  new  presentations  to  its  popular 
Speakers  Bureau.  The  action  resulted  from  the 
Committee's  resolution  last  fall  to  enlist  new  speakers  and 
topics  on  an  annual  basis. 

At  the  same  time,  in  Helena,  the  Montana  Legislature 
gave  final  approval  to  1998-99  proposals  under  the 
Cultural  Trust,  including  MCH's  request  for  $40,800,  for 
biennial  support  for  the  Speakers  Bureau.  The  grant  is 
MCH's  largest  award  from  the  Cultural  Trust  and  will 
permit  further  expansion  of  the  program  across  the  state. 

"We  are  very  pleased  with  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  with  the  high  recommendation  given  our  Speak- 
ers Bureau  by  the  Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Advisory  Com- 
mittee of  Montana's  Cultural  Trust,"  said  MCH  Executive 
Director  Mark  Sherouse.  "Both 
are  indicative  of  the  high  regard 
Montanans  have  for  the  Speakers 
Bureau  and  for  MCH.  We  are 
very  appreciative." 

The  Speakers  Bureau  is  one 
of  three  MCH  "packaged  pro- 
grams"— together  with  its 
iREADOyV!  (reading  and  discus- 
sion groups)  and  its  Media 
Collection — that  provide  high 
quality  humanities  programming 
for  organizations  and  communi- 
ties at  very  low  cost.  For  the 
Speakers  Bureau,  MCH  grants 
pay  the  speakers'  honoraria  and 
travel;  the  hosting  organization 
provides  coordination,  a  site  for 
the  event,  advertising,  and  other 
support. 

New  Presentations 

•  Ruth  Burleigh  and  Penny 
Velk,  of  Chinook  and  Havre, 
respectively,  discuss  the  Sweet 
Grass  Hills  in  "History  of  the 
Sweet  Grass  Hills:  1 883-Present." 

•  Harry  Fritz,  UM-Missoula, 

presents  "Abraham  Lincoln  Chautauqua,"  a  long-standing 
favorite  (performed  only  in  February)  and  "Montana  in  the 
21"  Century,"  an  analysis  of  current  demographic,  eco- 
nomic and  political  trends. 

•  Pat  Hagan,  East  Glacier,  performs  "Three  Persons: 
A  Trapper's  Life  with  the  Blackfeet,"  a  historical  dramatic 

^presentation  of  a  19""  century  Montana  trapper. 

Sue  Hart,  MSU-Billings,  in  "Mysterious  Montana," 


New  Speakers  Bureau  member  Karen  Stevenson  of 
Miles  City  drew  a  crowd  of  more  than  80  people  to 
her  Evelyn  Cameron  Chautauqua  presented  in  April 
to  Friends  of  the  Humanities  at  the  American  Legion 
Club  in  Terry. 


discusses  a  growing  Montana  literary  genre:  mystery 
fiction. 

•  Robert  M.  Holmes,  Helena,  presents  reflections  on 
"Health,  Humor,  and  the  Aging  Spirit,"  and  "A  Rational 
Hope  for  an  Uncertain  Time." 

•  Carla  Homstad,  Missoula  historian,  presents  ''The 
Montana  Study:  Look  Homeward  Angel,"  regarding  the 
famed  1940s  experiment  in  civic  engagement. 

•  Tanis  Lovercheck-Saunders,  Miles  City  Community 
College,  addresses  contemporary  social  unrest  in  "On 
Patriotism  and  Piracy:  A  History  of  the  Anti-Government 
Movement  and  the  Montana  Freemen." 

•  Matthew  McKinney,  director  of  the  Montana 
Consensus  Council  in  Helena,  discusses  civic  practices  in 
"Resolving  Public  Disputes  by  Consensus." 

•  Joseph  Mussulman,  Lolo,  presents  "In  Greatest 

Harmony:  'Meddicine  Songs"  on 
the  Lewis  &  Clark  Trail," 
including  both  performance  and 
lecture. 

•  Kathy  Mosdal  O'Brien, 
Miles  City  Community  College, 
discusses  frontier  experiences 
and  encounters  in  "  'Dear  Diary, 
Oh,  Dear  Me!':  First  Contact 
Experiences  Between  Native 
Americans  and  Pioneer 
Women." 

•  William  Rossiter,  Flat- 
head Community  College, 
Kalispell,  introduces  audiences 
to  Charles  Dickens  in  "Why, 
That  Dickens!"  and  performs 
dramatic  scenes  from  Dickens' 
American  tours  and  other 
lectures. 

•  Chrysti  Smith,  Belgrade, 
addresses  etymological  matters 
in  the  lecture/slide-show  "Words 
in  the  Big  Picture." 

•  Karen  Stevenson,  Miles 
City,  presents  "Evelyn  Cameron: 
A  Chautauqua  Performance." 

•  Kathy  Witkowsky,  producer  and  director  of  the  film 
Bella  Vista,  discusses  "Bella  Vista:  An  Unseen  View  of 
WWIL  Questions  Asked,  Lessons  Learned,"  concerning 
the  internment  camp  in  Missoula. 

MCH  will  distribute  an  addendum  to  its  regular 
Speakers  Bureau  brochure  later  this  summer  with  further 
information  about  the  new  presentations  and  applying  for 
Speakers  Bureau  programs. 


Brahms  in  Bozeman 


Members  and  former  mem- 
bers gathered  after  former 
MCH  Chair  John  Opitz' 
luncheon  address  at  the 
"Brahms  in  Bozeman" 
conference  April  10-12. 
Pictured  from  left:  Paul 
Monaco,  Joseph  Bourque, 
Sara  Jane  Steen,  John  Opitz, 
Jeff  Safford,  Frederick 
Skinner,  Rudi  Dietrich,  and 
MCH  founding  member 
Pierce  Mullen.  The  confer- 
ence, which  featured  histo- 
rian Peter  Gay,  included  both 
performance  of  Brahms' 
works  and  interpretation. 


Ambrose  speaks  to  Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive  Association 


Historian  Stephen  Ambrose 
addressed  an  MCH-funded  Lewis 
and  Clark  Interpretive  Association 
READOjV!  gathering  in  Great  Falls 
May  29.  Ambrose  is  shown  here  at 
an  MCH  reception  preceding  the 
lecture  with  members  Eileen  Sansom, 
Jamie  Doggett,  Germaine  White,  and 
Bonnie  Bowler.  Professor  Ambrose, 
the  author  of  Undaunted  Courage,  D- 
Day,  and  a  score  of  other  highly 
regarded  works,  has  given  very 
generously  of  his  time  to  Montana 
humanities  and  heritage  groups. 


The  Mountain-Plains  IVIuseums  Association,  a  regional  association  of  art  and  historical  museums, 
will  hold  its  annual  meeting  and  conference  October  2-4  in  Missoula.  For  more  information  contact: 

Bob  Brown,  Director 
The  Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula,  Building  322,  Fort  Missoula,  MT  59804 

(406)  728-3476 


Humanities  on  the  Hill 

The  Federation  of  State  Humanities  Councils 
annual  "Humanities  on  the  Hill"  this  year  featured 
historian  Stephen  Ambrose  on  "The  Friendship  of 
Lewis  and  Clark."  Ambrose  drew  nearly  500  people 
to  the  event,  including  (pictured  left  to  right)  MCH 
Executive  Director  Mark  Sherouse;  Betty  Hill,  wife 
of  U.S.  Representative  Rick  Hill;  and  U.S.  Senator 
Conrad  Bums.  Burns  later  addressed  the  group. 
U.S.  Senator  Max  Baucus  also  attended. 

As  of  this  writing,  NEH  has  fared  relatively 
well  in  Congressional  budgetary  deliberations,  with 
a  continuation  $110  million  for  1998  approved  June 
26  by  the  full  House  Appropriations  Committee. 
MCH  much  appreciates  the  interest  and  support 
expressed  by  Representative  Hill  and  by  Senators 
Baucus  and  Burns. 


1996  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL  REPORT 


$335,413 

$16,100 

$10,471 

$6,000 

$9,736 

$72,080 

$449,800 


$195,138 

$24,270 

$6,722 

$12,667 

$117,690 

$72,080 

$28,063 

$18,214 

$474,844 

($25,044) 


Support 

National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 

Federal  Match 

Montana  Cultural  Trust 

Private 

Other  Income 

Cost  Share  and  In-kind 

Total  Revenue 

Expenditures 

Administration  &  Service  to  the  Field 

Public/Committee  Meetings 

Fundraising 

Establishment  of  Endowment 

Council  Grants 

Cost  Share  by  Grantees  and  Volunteers 

Program  Services 

Council  Projects 

Total  Expenses 

Change  in  Fund  Balance 


MCH's  1996  audit  was  conducted  by  Junkermier,  Clark, 
Campanella  &  Stevens  CPAs.  Copies  may  be  requested  by  contacting  MCH. 

Summary  of  Expenses 


"■includes  cost-share 


Program  Services 

6% 


Council  Grants* 
40% 


Council  Projects 

4% 


Establishment  of 
Endowment     - 
3% 


Fundraismg 

1% 


Administration  & 

Service  to  the 

Field 

41% 


PubhcyCommittee 

Meetmgs 

5% 


Grant  Application  Deadlines 


TYPE  OF  GRANT 


MAXIMUM  REQUEST 


APPLICATION  DEADLINE  PROJECTS  BEGINNING 


Fellowship 


$4,000 


New  Deadline:  August  20        November  1 


Regular 


$3,000 


20'"  day  of  each  month 


10  weeks  after  deadline 


Regular 


No  specified  maximum 


20"'  of  Aug.,  Oct.,  Dec. 


10  weeks  after  deadline 


Immediate  Action  $500 

Must  meet  criteria  in  guidelines 


Anytime 


2  weeks  after 
receipt  by  MCH 


Media:  Invited  Proposal 


$8,000 


October  20 


December  1 


Grants  Awarded  March  through  June  1997  . 

Militias  Then  and  Now:  The  Politics  of  Defiance  and  Violence,  Department  of  History,  The  University  of  Montana, 
Missoula,  $500.  Public  lecture  with  Gary  B.  Nash,  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  and  Richard  Beeman,  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  examining  aspects  of  antigovemment  movements  in  America  during  the  American  Revolution  and  today. 
February  26,  1997. 

Evaluation  Fund,  various  communities,  $2,000.  Provides  outside  evaluators  for  funded  projects. 

Arts  Connection  Workshops:  The  Growing  Stage  School  of  Integrated  Arts,  Billings  Studio  Theatre,  $900.  Interdiscipli- 
nary workshops  showing  the  relational  structure  of  drama,  literature  and  other  fine  arts  in  three  schools  in  Billings. 

Constitutional  Revision:  Convention  or  Commission?  Montana  Constitutional  Society  and  Montana  League  of  Women 
Voters,  Helena,  $3,000.  Public  multistate  symposium  comparing  approaches  to  writing  or  revising  state  constitutions  and 
commemorating  the  25""  anniversary  of  Montana's  constitution.  June  27-28,  1997. 

Planning  for  Intertribal  Traditional  Games  Demonstration.  Blackfeet  Community  College,  Browning,  $3,102.  Planning 
grant  to  convene  Montana  and  nearby  Canadian  tribal  representatives  to  research  and  revive  traditional  games  for  cultural 
preservation  and  intertribal  events.  April  25,  1997. 

From  Mao  to  Montana:  Tu  Baixiong,  a  Retrospective,  School  of  Fine  Arts  and  Museum,  The  University  of  Montana, 
Missoula,  $3,646.  Exhibition  and  panel  on  the  life  and  work  of  Mr.  Tu,  acclaimed  artist  who  lived  and  painted  in  three  worlds: 
a  member  of  the  privileged  aristocracy,  a  victim  of  the  Cultural  Revolution,  and  as  an  artist  who  relished  the  freedom  of 
working  in  America.  September-October  1997. 

Bison  in  the  History  of  North  Central  Montana:  Beyond  the  Bare  Bones,  H.  Earl  Clack  Museum  and  Hill  County  Commis- ' 
sion,  Havre,  $1,050.  Exhibit  illustrating  the  interaction  between  human  and  bison  populations  in  Montana's  Northern  Plains, 
featuring  a  mounted  bison  skeleton,  historical  photographs  and  text,  cultural  artifacts  and  interpretation.  September  1997. 

Writer  Roundtables,  Hellgate  Writers,  Missoula,  $2,600.  Two  writers'  roundtables  presented  as  part  of  the  Association  for 
the  Study  of  Literature  and  Environment  national  conference.  July  18-19,  1997. 

Interactive  Teaching-Using  Museums  to  Expand  Creative  Thoughts,  Museums  Association  of  Montana  and  Montana 
Historical  Society  Museum,  Helena,  $2,500.  Workshop  with  Alan  Gartenhaus  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Mountains-Plains 
Museums  Association  to  assist  docents  and  educators  with  interpreting  historical  objects  and  sites  to  schools  and  visiting 
public.  October  4,  1997. 

The  Modern  Face  of  Fascism:  Roots  of  Violence  and  Unrest  in  Rural  America,  Montana  Association  of  Churches  and 
Montana  State  University-Billings,  $3,000.  Two-day  conference  to  explore  the  historical,  theological,  philosophical,  and 
economic  background  of  the  Christian  Patriot  movement.  November  7-8,  1997. 

A.B.  Guthrie's  The  Big  Sky:  After  Fifty  Years,  Center  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  West,  The  University  of  Montana,  Missoula, 
$8,845.  Three-day  retrospective  conference  on  the  literature,  history,  and  image  of  the  West,  since  the  publication  of  The  Big 
Sky  in  1947.  September  12-14,  1997. 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  'Day  of  Honor,'  Friends  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups  Association  and  Chief  Plenty  Coups  Day  Committee, 
Pryor,  $1,000.  Public  commemoration  of  the  Crow  chief  including  addresses  by  Barney  Old  Coyote  and  Frederick  Hoxie  of 
the  D'Arcy  McNickle  Center  of  the  Newberry  Library  in  Chicago.  September  6,  1997. 

Early  Crow  Elders:  1900-1920  William  A.  Petzoldt  Photographs,  Lodge  Grass  Schools,  Lodge  Grass,  $2,000.  Project  to      ( 
make  copies  of  historic  portraits  available  to  local  schools  and  community  for  study  and  research.  July-August,  1997. 


Donors  Can  Pay  Less,  Yet  Give  More  To  Charitable  Endowments 


Anew  tax  credit  allows 
donors  to  pay  less  in 
Montana  income  taxes  by  giving  a 
qua\'\fy'\ng  planned  gift  to  a  Montana 
charitable  endowment,  such  as  the 
MCH  Endowment.  This  is  an  incen- 
tive of  50  percent  of  qualifying 
contributions,  up  to  a  maximum 
$  1 0,000  tax  credit,  per  year  per 
individual,  and  a  credit  of  equal  size 
for  an  outright  gift  by  an  estate  or 
corporation. 

Qualifying  charitable  contribu- 
tions are  \rre\ocah\e  planned  gifts  to 
any  qualified  endowment.  Unlike 
annual  giving,  planned  gifts  are 
generally  used  by  individuals  and 
families  to  make  an  irrevocable 
commitment  of  a  principal  asset  for 
the  future  benefit  of  charity.  At  the 
same  time,  the  donor  may  retain  the 
use  of  asset  during  his  or  her  lifetime. 
^This  tax-credit,  designed  to  promote 
'endowed  philanthropy,  encourages 
individuals  to  make  substantial 
charitable  commitments  now  to  the 
future  of  Montana.  But  it  is  not 
simply  for  the  wealthy.  It  is  also  a 
way  for  Montanans  of  more  modest 
means  to  provide  for  themselves  and 
their  favorite  charities. 

The  planned  gifts  include: 
charitable  remainder  unitrusts, 
charitable  remainder  annuity  trusts, 
pooled  income  fund  trusts,  charitable 


lead  unitrusts,  charitable  lead  annuity 
trusts,  charitable  gift  annuities, 
deferred  charitable  gift  annuities,  life 
estate  agreements  (gift  of  a  residence 
or  farm),  and  paid  up  life  insurance 
policies. 

A  qualified  endowment  is  the 
endowment  fund  of  any  organization 
incorporated  in  Montana  or  estab- 
lished primarily  for  the  benefit  of 
Montana  citizens  or  groups  and 
certified  as  tax  exempt  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service.  Furthermore,  the 
endowment  must  be  irrevocable  and 
permanent,  and  held  by  a  Montana 
incorporated  or  established  organiza- 
tion that  is  a  tax-exempt  organization 
under  26  U.S.C.  501(c)(3);  or  a  bank 
or  trust  company,  as  defined  in  Title 
32,  chapter  1,  part  I,  that  is  holding 
the  fund  endowment  on  behalf  of  a 
tax-exempt  organization. 

Points  to  Note: 

•  This  tax-credit  is  retroactive 
to  January  1,  1997,  meaning  gifts 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  new 
law  since  that  time  are  eligible. 

•  A  taxpayer  may  take  a  tax- 
credit  or  a  tax-deduction  for  the 
amount  being  claimed,  but  not  both. 

•  Donors,  whether  individual 
or  corporate,  who  wish  to  use  the  tax 
credit  to  build  charitable  endowments 
and  reduce  their  tax  bills  with  this  tax 
credit  should  discuss  its  potential 
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benefits  with  their  financial  advisors. 
They  have  a  four-year  window  of 
opportunity  to  do  so — from  January 
1 ,  1 997  to  December  3 1 ,  200 1 .  A 
sunset  provision  means  the  tax  credit 
will  be  reviewed  by  the  Legislature  in 
2002.  The  Legislature  will  then 
decide  whether  or  not  to  continue  it. 
For  more  information  contact 
MCH  or  the  Montana  Community 
Foundation,  which  provided  this 
information,  at  (406)  443-8313. 


Yes!  I  support  the  humanities  in  iVIontana! 


Signature 


Date 


Name  as  you  wish  it  to  appear  for  recognition 


Telephone 


Address 

Please  make  check  payable  to: 
And  send  to: 


Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities 

MCH,  311  Brantly  Hall,  The  University  of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812-8214 


Contributions  to  MCH  are  tax-deductible  under  the  IRS  501(c)  3  category  of  non-profit  educational  organizations.    Twenty  percent  of 
unrestricted  gifts  are  allocated  to  the  MCH  Endowment  Fund.   Gifts  may  also  be  matched  by  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humani- 
ties or  other  entities. 


Announcements 


Research  Fellowship 
Proposals  Due  in  August 

The  Montana  Committee  for  the 
Humanities  invites  proposals  for 
humanities  research  fellowships 
relating  to  Montana  and  the  region. 
The  new  annual  deadline  for  fellow- 
ship proposals  is  August  20.  Non- 
degree  seeking  scholars  and  writers 
are  encouraged  to  apply.  To  be 
eligible,  applicants  must  be  legal 
residents  of  Montana  and  demon- 
strate evidence  of  interest  and  accom- 
plishment in  the  humanities.  Up  to 
three  fellowship  awards  of  $4,000  or 
less  will  be  announced  in  November. 

For  information  and  application 
materials,  contact  MCH  at  the 
address  below. 


A.B.  Guthrie  Conference 
Scheduled  for  September 

The  University  of  Montana's 
Center  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  West 
will  present  "A.B.  Guthrie's  The  Big 
Sky:  After  Fifty  Years,"  September 
1 1-14,  in  Missoula. 

In  this  multidisciplinary,  retro- 
spective conference,  participants  will 
take  Guthrie's  1947  novel  as  a  point 
of  entry  for  examining  both  his  own 
work,  in  its  literary  and  historical 
contexts,  as  well  as  social,  environ- 
mental, and  public  policy  issues  of 
the  West  in  the  past  half  century. 

Scheduled  speakers  include 
Stephen  Ambrose,  Michael  Malone, 
James  Welch,  William  Kittredge, 
Mary  Clearman  Blew,  Dan  Flores, 


James  D'Arc,  Pat  Williams,  William 
Bevis,  Annick  Smith,  Daniel  Kemmis, 
and  many  others. 

The  conference  will  begin  Thurs- 
day, September  1 1,  at  7:30  p.m.,  with 
a  showing  of  the  movie  The  Big  Sky. 


For  information  contact: 

William  Farr 

Associate  Director 

Center  for  the  Rocky  Mountain  West 

Milwaukee  Station,  2nd  Floor 

The  University  of  Montana 

Missoula,  MT  59812-1205 

Phone  (406)  243-7700 

Fax  (406)  549-4977 


The  Montana  Committee  for  the  Humanities 

31 1  Brantly  Hall,  The  University  of  Montana 

Missoula,  MT  59812-8214 

e-mail:  lastbest@selway.umt.edu 

http://www.umt.edu/lastbest/ 

Phone:  (406)  243-6022 

Fax:  (406)  243-4836 
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MCH  at  the  address  above. 
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